
Common Import Fees To Canada



Common Canadian Import Fees

• Import Duty

•Federal and Provincial Sales tax

•Entry Preparation Fee

•Carrier disbursement / Handling fees

•Ocean Import Fees

Quick Summary

Accompanying blog 
and Video

Disclaimer: The information provided in this presentation is intended for general 
informational purposes only. We encourage independent research directly with regulators 

and to seek professional advice as necessary.
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• Entry Preparation / Customs Brokerage

• Carrier Disbursement Fees

• Federal and Provincial Sales Tax

• Duty Free Import

• Import Duty

Useful information

 ⎋ Canadian import fees

Import Duty
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Common Canadian Import Fees

• Ocean Import Fees

https://www.jetworldwide.com/blog/shipping-to-canada-from-the-usa-customs-carrier-fees-explained


Import Duty is primarily determined by three main factors


• HS Code / tariff classification 

• Country of Origin

= % Duty


% Duty (x) Value for Duty = Resulting Duty Assessment


Canadian

Useful Links


Import Duty


HS codes


Declaring a Value

* Note that duty is 
sometimes based on 
volume, weight or other 
measurements rather 
than value

Common Canadian Import Fees

For Example: Cotton Pyjamas 

HS Code Classification: 6207.11.00

Country of Origin: China

Rate of Duty: 17%

Value including shipping: $120 CAD

Duty Cost:
$120 (x) 17% = $20.40

Import Duty
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https://www.jetworldwide.com/blog/customs-duty-calculation
https://www.jetworldwide.com/blog/hs-codes-shipping-online-from-canada
https://www.jetworldwide.com/blog/bid/384108/declared-value-for-international-courier-shipments


Canadian Import Duty  Page 890
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Common Canadian Import Fees



Notes on Free Trade
• From Where Goods Ship From ≠ To Their Country of Origin

Rules of Origin (ROO)

Canada’s Free Trade Agreements
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• Rules of Origin are unique to each trade agreement

• Trade agreements have general rules of origin


• As well as unique rules for certain categories such as textile and automotive

• Most modern trade agreement allow simpler certification statements versus having a 

separate certificate of origin.

Common Canadian Import Fees

• Country of Origin Refers to where goods were manufactured or created



• Import Duty

• Entry Preparation / Customs Brokerage

• Carrier Disbursement Fees

• Federal and Provincial Sales Tax

• Duty Free ImportDuty Free Import

Common Canadian Import Fees
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• Ocean Import Fees



Duty Free Import
Rate of Duty for HS Tariff classification is 0%

Low Value Duty Free Threshold

Canadian Free Trade Agreements

Personal effects, Carnets, Canadian Goods being returned etc.
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Duty Free Import to Canada

✔

✔

✔

✔



• Import Duty

• Entry Preparation / Customs Brokerage

• Carrier Disbursement Fees

• Duty Free Import

• Federal and Provincial Sales TaxFederal and Provincial Sales Tax

Common Canadian Import Fees
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• Ocean Import Fees



Federal and Provincial Sales Tax

• Assessment is on value of goods plus duty
• Importing business may be able to reclaim taxes paid for imported goods
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Common Canadian Import Fees



• Import Duty

• Carrier Disbursement Fees

• Federal and Provincial Sales Tax

• Duty Free Import

• Entry Preparation / Customs BrokerageEntry Preparation / Customs Brokerage

Common Canadian Import Fees
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• Ocean Import Fees



Common Canadian Import Fees

Entry Preparation / Customs Brokerage
• Customs Brokerage Fees average around CAD $200 for an importing cargo shipment

• Entry preparation fees are not included for international ground shipments via 
FedEx and UPS 
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• Air courier and postal shipments do not incur a customs “entry preparation” fee (for 
standard entries under CAD $3,300).



• Import Duty

• Entry Preparation / Customs Brokerage

• Federal and Provincial Sales Tax

• Duty Free Import

• Carrier Disbursement FeesCarrier Disbursement Fees

Common Canadian Import Fees
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• Ocean Import Fees



Common Canadian Import Fees

Carrier Disbursement Fees
• A common fee for imports via Canada Post, FedEx, UPS and DHL

• Averages around 2.5% of the amount of duty and taxes

• Minimum fee is ~ $10 for postal imports and ~$15 via commercial carriers

• Also referred to as a handling fee, or administrative charge
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• Import Duty

• Entry Preparation / Customs Brokerage

• Federal and Provincial Sales Tax

• Duty Free Import

• Ocean Import FeesOcean Import Fees

Common Canadian Import Fees
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• Carrier Disbursement Fees



Ocean import fees can include:

• Duty (Useful information: Understanding duty calculation)

• Wharfage Fee

• Terminal Handling Charge (THC)

• Documentation Fee

• Port Security Fee

• Customs Clearance Fee

• Demurrage, Detention and Storage

Ocean Import Fees
Common Canadian Import Fees

Determined by shipping terms and 
carrier contracts.

In general these costs are well understood by importers. 
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