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Disclaimer: The information in this presentation, and all Jet Worldwide online content, is for general 
information only.  It is not intended to constitute legal and/or tax advice.All liability with respect to 
actions taken or not taken based on the contents of this site are hereby expressly disclaimed. The 
content is provided “as is”; no representations are made that the content is error-free.     

Tariff Classification and HS Codes



HS Code /  
Tariff Classification
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It is the responsibility of the importer of record to use “reasonable care” to “enter,” “classify” 
and “value” the goods and provide any other information necessary to enable the CBP to 
assess the correct duties….

US HTS
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Product Description
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Too broad Too specific
Car parts
Clothing
Sample

Gift
Furniture
Hardware

Spare Parts
Tools

Widetgy 
wonkey


Industrial 

description


US HTS

• Broad or common description that 
can be understood by a layperson  

• Specific technical description 
• Component materials 
• Where goods were made 
• Explain how the goods will be used

Just Right!
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GRI 
General Rules 

of 
Interpretation
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US HTS

https://hts.usitc.gov/
https://www.cbp.gov/sites/default/files/documents/icp017r2_3.pdf
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GRI 
General Rules 

of 
Interpretation
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US HTS

A thin film LCD display module falls under heading 
8524: Flat panel display modules

An air purifier from falls 
under heading 8421

https://hts.usitc.gov/
https://www.cbp.gov/sites/default/files/documents/icp017r2_3.pdf
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RIDLOK® for bracing suspended ceilings
GRIDLOK® is the patented solution for bracing heavy-
duty grid from Armstrong®, CertainTeed and USG. With 
HCAI OPM and DSA pre-approval, it offers a flexible 
deployment, which is faster, stronger and more cost-
effective than OPD or IR-25 traditional installs.

Source: https://www.bracelok.com/gridlok-installed/
4j9cnd79zfem0pw9vzvgx4hkgqw7k3

“The applicable subheading for the Right Angle Wall Bracket BC30 will 
be 8302.41.6080”


Source: https://rulings.cbp.gov/search?
term=fly&collection=ALL&sortBy=DATE_DESC&pageSize=30&page=1


NY N335543

Example

Importing Product Classification

= HS code: 8302.41.6080
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US HTS

https://www.bracelok.com/gridlok-installed/4j9cnd79zfem0pw9vzvgx4hkgqw7k3
https://www.bracelok.com/gridlok-installed/4j9cnd79zfem0pw9vzvgx4hkgqw7k3
https://www.bracelok.com/gridlok-installed/4j9cnd79zfem0pw9vzvgx4hkgqw7k3
https://rulings.cbp.gov/search?term=fly&collection=ALL&sortBy=DATE_DESC&pageSize=30&page=1
https://rulings.cbp.gov/search?term=fly&collection=ALL&sortBy=DATE_DESC&pageSize=30&page=1


USA HS codes and WCO Standard 

The first six digits of HS codes generally harmonize globally. The digits following the first six are 
reserved for country specific use. Note, these are general statements. Do not over rely on a foreign 
HS code to determine the US equivalent.
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HS Codes and Tariff Classification

 A thin film LCD display module falls under heading 
8524: Flat panel display modules, whether or not 
incorporating touch sensitive screens.


Global Classification: 8524.11

US Classification:      8524.11.90.00
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US HTS



Information Necessary for an e-Ruling 

Ruling requests must contain a complete statement of all relevant facts relating to the transaction 
including:

• The name, address, email address and phone number of the requesting party.

• The names, addresses, email addresses and other identifying information of all interested parties 

(if known) and the manufacturer ID code (if known).

• The name(s) of the port(s) in which the merchandise will be entered (if known).

• A description of the transaction; for example, a prospective importation (merchandise) from 

(country).

• A statement that there are, to the importer's knowledge, no issues on the commodity pending 

before CBP or any court.

• A statement as to whether advice has been sought from a CBP office; and if so, from whom, and 

what advice was rendered, if any.


Source: https://www.cbp.gov/trade/rulings/eruling-requirements
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Getting an Advance/ Binding Ruling

Important note: Countervailing (CVD) and antidumping rates (AD) of duty are becoming more common. 
The AD/ CVD - if applicable- is not always readily apparent in the tariff schedule. The best practice is to 
get a  Binding Ruling prior to shipping or contact a Customs attorney.
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US HTS

https://www.cbp.gov/trade/rulings/eruling-requirements
https://erulings.cbp.gov/s/


• Review online resources and become familiar with the fundamentals


• Ask the seller (if exporting, confirm with the buyer)


• Consult with a customs broker or attorney


• Use AI to find an HS code?  Not yet!


• Ask for an eRuling (binding ruling) from US Customs 
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HS Codes and Tariff Classification
FINDING AN HS CODE 

The HTSUS is subject to periodic amendments.  The text of the most recent 
HTSUS and the accompanying duty rates are provided at https://hts.usitc.gov/
current
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US HTS



Connecting People, Products and Businesses around the World
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JetWorldwide.com 

http://www.jetworldwide.com

